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(Press Release)

Vaping community celebrates World Vape Day; shows solidarity against vape ban in India

New Delhi, June 01st 2020:

Showing solidarity with each other, the 42-million strong vaping community across the world celebrated World Vape Day on 30th May 2020. In India, the activities were led by the Association of Vapers India (AVI), a representative body of e-cigarette users.

The celebration also saw a number of virtual campaigns, including a global social media drive where various harm reduction advocates and consumer advocacy organisations from 34 nations spread awareness about the benefits and the harm reduction potential of vaping.

Indian vapers strongly raised their voice against the ban on e-cigarettes and vaping through a hasty ordinance brought last year. AVI, as well as other consumer groups from 34 nations, voiced their support for regulating e-cigarettes in India rather than a blanket ban.

Talking about the event, AVI board member Mridul Mathew said, “Since September 2019 when the ban was announced, vapers have been finding it tough to manage with their existing inventory of e-liquids and spares. What they fear the most is a relapse to the deadly smoking habit which they quit successfully with e-cigarettes. There was a strong sense of unity in their cause which was evident on social media with trending hash-tags like #WorldVapeDay, #EndVapeBan, etc. The World Vape Day was one day ahead of the World No Tobacco Day, through which the vaping community sent a strong message to governments around the world to adopt harm reduction as a tobacco control strategy. They shared scientific studies to debunk myths around vaping being portrayed as a deadly tobacco habit and a gateway to smoking.”

Soham Ramteke, an e-cigarette user from Nagpur said, “After the shock of the vape ban last year, this campaign helped me reconnect with the wider community in India which is also facing similar hardships. We have to help each other so that no one is forced to go back to smoking.”  

Vapers from across the globe also shared their success stories through a host of online rallies in various countries. Twitter and email campaigns were conducted to sensitise lawmakers, the media and the general public on how vaping can help reduce smoking rates and improve the health of the world’s 1.1 billion smokers. 
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