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(Press Release)
International travellers in dismay over BCAS’ e-cigarette ban

· 1.1 lakh Americans, 50,000 UK visitors to India impacted

New Delhi, 3rd March 2020: Lambasting the orders of the aviation security regulator prohibiting carrying of e-cigarettes through airports and aircraft, the Association of Vapers India (AVI), a consumer body for tobacco harm reduction, said thousands of international travellers have been adversely affected by the ad hoc decision.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) issued an internal circular in this regard on January 10 after which airport security officials have been confiscating e-cigarettes or vaping devices from travellers at airports across the country. AVI said the travel ban is illegal as the new e-cigarette law on which the circular relies does not prohibit personal consumption.

Taking note of numerous complaints by British travellers, UK charity New Nicotine Alliance has written to the UK government seeking clarification on the validity of the ban and to update its travel advisory to its citizens traveling to India. 

“India welcomes 850,000 visitors from the UK each year and current statistics dictate that around 6 per cent of those will be vapers. That is around 50,000 who could be affected simply for following advice to switch to e-cigarettes on the advice of public health authorities in this country," it said in a statement. Similarly, 8% of Americans vape, which translates to over 1.1 lakh US travellers to India who will be impacted by the ban. 

Regular UK traveller to Goa, Fiona Hodge, said UK vapers are having their property confiscated both on the way in and out of India. “I had to leave £60 worth of my property behind despite possession of e-cigarettes not being an offence under the law. UK tourists are being harassed at airports, which will surely be a threat to India’s tourism industry. I certainly won’t be going back if the attitude towards vapers carries the hallmark of being designed specifically to maintain, and even increase, the number of smokers in India.”

AVI board member Maneesh Kasera said: “Confiscation of e-cigarettes being used for personal consumption is against the rights of an individual and runs contrary to assurances of the health ministry that users will not be harassed. AVI gets daily inquiries from foreign tourists about carrying vaping devices. On hearing about this new decision, many tourists have cancelled their plans of coming to India."

AVI advocate Pingal Khan said: “The BCAS order is unconstitutional. As a consumer body representing vapers in India, we are with the thousands of people whose personal belongings are being unlawfully confiscated. The government should ask the BCAS to roll back the travel ban and we are also looking to challenge it in court.”
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