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Nationwide protest against arbitrary ban on e-cigarettes

[bookmark: _GoBack]September 26th, 2019, Mumbai: Staging strong opposition against the arbitrary decision to ban e-cigarettes and vaping in India, Association of Vapers India, an organisation that represents e-cigarette users across the country, has called for a nationwide protest on September 28 in all metros and other cities. In Bangalore, hundreds of e-cigarette users/vapers will assemble at Mumbai Marathi Patrakar Sangh and raise their voice against the central government. 
Hundreds of vapers from across the country will get together in their respective cities to put out a collective call against the ordinance imposed by the central government recently. The consumer body has been advocating that e-cigarettes are less harmful than conventional cigarettes, referring to a large body of scientific research conducted by well-regarded public health institutions and their availability in all advanced nations.
The association said the government decision to ban e-cigarettes and even research on them is anti-people, anti-science and violates citizens’ fundamental rights to health and choice.
Samrat Chowdhery, AVI director and harm reduction advocate, said, “We strongly condemn the ordinance passed by the government of India to ban e-cigarettes. We stand by more than 11 crore smokers of the country who have been denied access to harm reduction alternatives. There is a lot of resentment among people over this blunt decision, and to express their dissent vapers across the country have decided to protest against the ban on September 28th.” 
National coordinator of the protests Jagannath Sarangapani said, "Our demand from the government is to withdraw the ordinance and open the gates for independent and fair research. We support balanced regulation that prevents teen use while allowing adult smokers to reduce harm. We will welcome an evidence-led policy than the current one which is based on biased research to favor the tobacco lobby whose stocks have jumped since the news of the ban.”
The consumer body also plans to submit testimonials from hundreds of e-cigarette users who have quit smoking with the help of vaping and whose health has since shown significant improvement.
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