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NGO condemns arrest of Russian national for using e-cigarettes

Goa, 28 Dec 2019:   Association of Vapers India, a non-profit that represents e-cigarette users across the country, has strongly condemned the arrest of a Russian citizen by Goa Police for keeping e-cigarettes. Vasiliy Karavaev, 45, was arrested earlier this month under the provisions of the newly minted Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Bill after four used e-cigarettes and 46 cartridges were found at his home. 

AVI said the arrest is illegal as the bill bans production, sale and advertisement of e-cigarettes, but does not restrict personal use. The complaint filed by Anjuna police station states the e-cigarettes found in Russian national Vasiliy Karavaev’s possession were for his personal use. 

Condemning the police action, AVI board member Dhaval Gogate said, “The Union health ministry has allowed individual possession of e-cigarettes for personal use. Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan while speaking in Parliament also reiterated that personal use is not banned. The police charge sheet clearly mentions the e-cigarettes were for personal consumption and not for sale. Then why did the police arrest him?”
He added: “The purpose of not including personal use in the bill was to guard against criminalising lay people and because it violates personal liberties. By targeting a user, Goa Police has done just that.”

Legal expert Pingal Khan said the police action is out of enthusiasm than ground in law. “The police complaint does not mention any intent to sell and it is fairly common for e-cigarette users to possess many devices. Even a person using a pipe would possess some extra quantity of it. The e-cigarette bill prohibits distribution, sale, manufacturing, import, export and storage in bulk but the charge sheet mentions he was having it for his personal use, so no charges can be framed against him.”

The consumer body states e-cigarettes are 95% less harmful than conventional smoking, relying on research by credible institutions such as the US FDA, Public Health England, Health Canada etc, and the fact that that over 65 nations including advanced nations like the US, EU, Canada and New Zealand allow and promote their use as harm reduction alternatives for smokers.

About Association of Vapers India: AVI is a non-profit advocacy group that champions the use of vapor products and electronic cigarettes to help smokers quit. It provides information to smokers regarding quitting smoking and gives them resources and tools to begin and complete their quit journey. AVI currently have access to 100,000 vapers, and hopes to bring people from different walks of life together in the fight against tobacco. AVI along with the help of experts and researchers has also initiated dialogue with the Indian government to find a balanced way to regulate the e-cigarette market and products to ensure it is available to smokers looking to quit.
Further information, please contact, Abhishek Katiyar – 09810358804
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