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(Press Release)
Banning e-cigarettes an ego issue for govt: Consumers body
Delhi 10th September 2019: 
Questioning the government's intent to make India tobacco-free, Association of Vapers India (AVI), an organisation that represents e-cigarette users across the country, strongly condemned the proposed ordinance prohibiting manufacture and sale of e-cigarettes that is likely to be tabled before the cabinet on Wednesday. The consumer body slammed the government for putting the lives of the country’s 110 million smokers at further risk by banning less harmful alternatives while allowing cigarettes and bidis, which kill over a million Indians a year, to be sold freely.
The consumer body raised doubts on the 'scientific evidence' based on which the government is bringing an ordinance, stating that well-regarded public health institutions like the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), UK’s Royal College of Physicians and Public Health England, American Cancer Society etc. have found e-cigarettes to be up to 95 per cent less harmful than smoking. It further said the white paper published by Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) that called for a ban has been rebutted by scientists and researchers from across the world for cherry-picking and misinterpreting scientific studies to target Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS). 
AVI said the government is well aware of the harm reduction potential of e-cigarettes, which is why it has even banned any research into them, while research into substances like cannabis is being allowed.
Samrat Chowdhery, AVI director and harm reduction advocate, said: “Banning e-cigarettes has become an ego issue for the government than one of pragmatic policy which takes into account the health impact on millions of Indian citizens. The health ministry pushed an ENDS ban into the government’s 100-day agenda and now despite two high courts staying the ban, the government is pushing ahead by trying to circumvent the judiciary through an ordinance.”
"India has a major tobacco problem -- over 275 million users, 13.5 lakh deaths every year and over Rs 150,000 crore annual loss due tobacco-related mortality and morbidity. Tackling this enormous problem requires that we expand the current tobacco control measures to include harm reduction for users who are not being able to quit. By banning such options, the government is effectively ensuring smokers continue to smoke. This benefits tobacco companies like the ITC, of which the government holds a significant 28% share, but imperils the lives of millions, many of whom don’t have access to healthcare as tobacco affects poor the most.”
“Besides, a ban on e-cigarettes will create a black market that the government will have little control over, with no safety nets which will put consumers at greater risk and also lead to their harassment, while preventing current smokers from adopting harm reduction,” he said.
[bookmark: _GoBack]E-cigarette users have vehemently opposed the ban as around 3,300 of them recently wrote to the prime minister appealing against an ENDS ban.
 About AVI : Association of Vapers India is a non-profit that advocates tobacco harm reduction through the use of vapor products and electronic cigarettes to help smokers quit. AVI is connected to a community of over a lakh consumers who have quit smoking through vaping. Its members include professionals from all walks of life, including medical and legal professionals. AVI is part of International Network of Consumer Organsations (INNCO), which represents 34 national consumer advocacy bodies. It is also part of the Asian network - Coalition of Asia Pacific Harm Reduction Advocates (CAPHRA). 
AVI along with the help of experts and researchers in this field has initiated dialogue with the Indian government to find a balanced way to regulate e-cigarettes to ensure it is available to smokers looking to quit while keeping them out of the hands of minors.
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