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(Press Release)
AVI appeals e-cigarette users to urge government repeal the vape ban
New Delhi, 04th November 2019: 
Association of Vapers India, an organisation representing e-cigarette users across the country, has asked them to write to the Union health ministry to repeal the vape ban bill.
The consumer body has been advocating for regulation of safer tobacco alternatives and has asked the government to make a policy regarding the sale of e-cigarettes to make them available to those looking to quit smoking.
AVI director Samrat Chowdhery said “The decision to ban e-cigarettes was taken in haste. It will impact millions of people who are willing to quit smoking but have no effective options. The current cessation efforts of the government rely solely on willpower, which has a low success rate of just 5%. Nicotine gums are unaffordable for majority of Indians, and even so are marginally more effective at 7% success rate. E-cigarettes meanwhile are now the most popular means worldwide to quit smoking, but the government has banned them. The ban will ensure the country's smoking problem continues, will set back tobacco control efforts by decades."
“Almost 10 lakh people die of smoking every year in India and giving them access to less harmful alternatives was the most effective way to save their lives. Further, about 10 lakh people who had already transitioned to e-cigarettes are now being forced back into smoking. We urge e-cigarette users to respond to the government's call for comments on the bill by sending a mail to ntcp.mohfw@gmail.com before November 8,” Chowdhery said, adding that hundreds have already sent responses.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AVI is hopeful if more users apprise the government on how vaping helped them in quitting smoking, the health ministry might consider recalling the ordinance.  
Recently, the British parliament also criticized the government of India’s decision to ban e-cigarettes stating that it was “not based on evidence” and questioning whether it was a result of the Indian government's “massive vested public interest” in the tobacco industry.
About Association of vapers India (AVI): Association of Vapers India is a non-profit advocacy group that champions the use of vapor products and electronic cigarettes to help smokers quit. It provides information to smokers regarding quitting smoking and gives them resources and tools to begin and complete their quit journey. AVI currently have access to 100,000 vapers, and hopes to bring people from different walks of life together in the fight against tobacco. 



AVI along with the help of experts and researchers has also initiated dialogue with the Indian government to find a balanced way to regulate the e-cigarette market and products to ensure it is available to smokers looking to quit.
(Please visit www.vapeindia.org for all the latest researches and supportive documents)
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