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(Press Release)

Health Ministry Calls For Ban on E-cigarettes is not  Justified - AVI


New Delhi, 13th April 2018

Association of Vapers India (AVI), a national body that promotes tobacco harm reduction through safer alternatives, responds to reports in the media today that state the central government has informed the Delhi High Court that it will impose a ban on electronic cigarettes. 

Samrat Chowdhery, Director, AVI, said - The arguments the central government is making in court to justify its ban on electronic cigarettes are not backed by science or facts. The Association is keen to provide the government with voluminous scientific data which shows e-cigarettes are a much safer alternative to combustible cigarettes. E-cigarettes are not targeted at youth but at smokers who can make drastic improvement in their health by switching from combustible cigarettes. This is evidenced by the fact that majority of vapers are ex-smokers. 

Moreover, highlighting that one product is 95% safer than another that will kill half of its users cannot be deemed wrong. The claim that flavorings are targeted at youth is again specious, since adults also enjoy taste. It is strange to say adults only prefer the bitter taste of burnt tobacco, while only minors are drawn to flavours. Another false claim that has no scientific basis is high level of toxicity in e-cigarettes. It would be interesting to know what is the toxicity in cigarettes.

E-cigarettes are now the most popular method to quit smoking in many developed countries as regulators there see it as a safer alternative to tobacco cigarette, which is the leading cause of preventable deaths across the world.

The government needs to move past old arguments against electronic cigarettes, update itself with the latest science, and frame a tobacco policy that recognizes the importance of harm reduction. 
 
AVI represents a large number of individuals who have quit smoking with the help of e-cigarettes and has vowed to take all steps available in law to contest the ban to ensure 120 million smokers in India have access to tobacco harm reduction.
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