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										24th July 2018
To
The Chief Minister of Haryana
Shri Manohar Lal Khattar Ji

10 Points Agenda &Request
On behalf of millions of smokers in India and those who have switched to safer alternatives, Association of Vapers India (AVI) requests the TN Government to consider the following before finalising a policy on Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS), also known as electronic cigarettes or vaping.
1) Electronic cigarettes are a technological advance that significantly reduce the harm (up to 95%) caused by combustible tobacco products. They can greatly mitigate harm for 12 crore smokers in India, half of whom will die from smoking if they are denied access to lower-risk alternatives.
2) There is consensus in the scientific community about the relative safety of ENDS compared to combustible tobacco. This is endorsed by Royal College of Physicians, UK; Public Health England; National Academies of Sciences, Engineering Medicine, USA, Cancer Research UK and American Cancer Society among many others.
3) While nicotine creates the dependence, it is the tar produced in cigarettes by burning of tobacco that causes the harm. Electronic cigarettes are a much safer delivery mechanism because they eliminate tar as there is no combustion.
4) The nicotine used in electronic cigarettes is the same as in nicotine replacement therapies (NRTs) such as nicotine gums and patches which are sold over the counter without age restrictions. Moreover, NRTs have low success rate, with cessation rate of barely 7%, while vaping is effective for 60%+ of those who try it.
5) No drug or intervention method is tested for 20 years before it is made available publicly, undergoing trials for a few years at the most, hence the claim that long-term impact of ENDS needs to be clear before allowing public use is specious. The ENDS policy should weigh the available evidence with the fact that the tobacco epidemic is killing people today, at the rate of nearly 10 lakh a year, and will continue to in the absence of harm reduction measures.
6) The second-hand exposure risk of ENDS is also significantly lower than combustible cigarettes, which can prevent further thousands of tobacco-related deaths.
7) The ‘gateway theory’ that ENDS lead to tobacco use has been roundly disproved through largescale studies and is also evident in the sharp decline in smoking rates in countries that have promoted use of safer alternatives.
8) We welcome the government’s decision to regulate e-cigarettes under COTPA, and urge it to bring in stringent safeguards to prevent uptake among minors and nonusers. A balance needs to be struck between encouraging smokers to switch to lower-risk alternatives, perhaps through differential taxation, and preventing use by minors and non-smokers.
9) India’s e-cig market is poised to grow at a compound annual growth rate of 34% from Rs. 410 crores in 2017 to reach Rs. 700 crores in 2019.A ban will forbid India from possible opportunities of establishing indigenous use and export-oriented manufacturing of ENDS,which is contrary to the goals of boosting exports, enhancing manufacturing GDP, generating employment and promoting start-ups. China already directly employs 1.25 lakh people in this nascent industry and the sector is projected to earn Rs. 1.1 lakh crore in next five years through exports.
10) A ban effectively protects the tobacco industry, promotes illegal trade and puts users at greater risk in the absence of safety standards,while stunting indigenous innovation and development in the fieldof tobacco cessation and harm reduction.

For, Association of Vapers India 
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Warm regards,

Safrat Chowdhpry
Director, Association of Vapers India
Ph: 9920076599, 9810358804
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