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(Press Release)
[bookmark: _GoBack]HC asks govt to hear e-cigarette traders
New Delhi, 21st August 2018: 

The Delhi high court on Tuesday ordered the central government to hear e-cigarette traders before taking a final view on how to regulate the industry. This came after e-cigarette traders’ lawyer submitted before the court that the industry is regulating itself and e-cigarettes are not being sold to minors as alleged by some activists.

The court was conducting hearing on the public interest litigation (PIL) filed by Seema Sehgal, a homemaker, seeking a ban on e-cigarettes. The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has also been asked to submit its plan to regulate e-cigarettes before the court in a week’s time.

The court also acknowledged that there is no law in place that can be invoked to regulate e-cigarettes. The HC has basically thrown the ball into the Union health ministry’s court without entering into the realm of correctness or content of e-cigarettes. All interested parties including importers, wholesalers and retailers of e-cigarettes will be entitled to present their views on e-cigarettes before the Union government, the court said.

Association of Vapers India (AVI), an organisation that represents e-cigarette users across the country, has welcomed the development. AVI director Samrat Chowdhery said,” We welcome the court’s decision. Now the government should go for risk-proportionate, differential tax rates. Since e-cigarettes are considered to be 95% less harmful compared to tobacco cigarettes, they should attract lower tax rates.”
The Union health ministry has proposed to ban e-cigarettes. But the AVI has suggested that the government should regulate e-cigarettes rather than go for an outright ban.
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