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(Press Release)

Centre protecting tobacco industry: AVI
 
New Delhi, 30th August 2018:  Reacting sharply to the centre’s advisory asking states to ban e-cigarettes, Association of Vapers India (AVI), an organisation that represents e-cigarette users across the country, on Thursday accused the centre of protecting the tobacco industry. The AVI has cited the rally in tobacco cigarette makers’ stocks after the ban to substantiate its allegations.
 
The centre has advised states to put a blanket ban on import, manufacture and sale of e-cigarettes. Now India has joined countries like North Korea, Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia, Bhutan and UAE in banning e-cigarettes.

E-cigarettes too contain nicotine like tobacco cigarettes. But they do not produce tar and toxic chemicals behind most of tobacco-related deaths across the world. According to some globally renowned studies, e-cigarettes are 95% less harmful compared to combustible cigarettes. They also help in quitting smoking.

Significantly, the ban on e-cigarettes has come even as tobacco cigarettes are being freely sold across the country. That is the reason the government’s decision to ban e-cigarettes has left industry watchers puzzled. ITC’s tobacco cigarette business has been facing competition from e-cigarettes. But the advisory to ban e-cigarettes has killed competition for tobacco cigarettes.
 
According to the World Health Organisation, India has some 10.6 crore smokers, the highest after China. And on an average, smoking kills 9 lakh people in India every year.

Citing these horrifying figures, AVI director Samrat Chowdhery questioned the rationale behind the centre’s advisory to ban e-cigarettes. “How is India going to fight the menace of tobacco if smokers are denied safer alternatives? The central government is protecting the tobacco industry and pushing smokers towards death,” he said, 

 The shares of cigarette major ITC have rallied at stock exchanges after the centre issued advisory to states against e-cigarettes on Tuesday. On Thursday, ITC shares jumped by 2.33% at the NSE, after gaining 1.66% Wednesday. The centre has advised states to put a blanket ban on import, manufacture and sale of e-cigarettes.

Farrukh Khan, a legal advisor associated with this movement expressed fear that the advisory could lead to witch-hunt as it is ambiguous. We will challenge the advisory in the Supreme Court.

About Association of Vapers India (AVI)

Association of Vapers India is a non-profit advocacy group that champions the use of vapor products and electronic cigarettes to help smokers quit. AVI’s vision for the community is to provide a hub where visitors can access information regarding quitting smoking, as well as provide resources and tools to help them begin and complete their quit journey. We currently have access to 100,000 vapers, and hope to bring people from different walks of life together in the fight against tobacco.

AVI and its community of vapers/e-cigarette users is working to simplify the smoker’s journey back to health and provide them with the support and guidance they need to live life on their terms without the tyranny of being addicted to tobacco.

AVI along with the help of experts and researchers in this field has also initiated dialogue with the Indian government to find a balanced way to regulate the e-cigarette market and products to ensure it is available to smokers looking to quit.
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